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$ & This Pamphlet, written in a clear and correct ſtyle, contains 
many ſeaſonable remarks, and is not deſtitute of moderation, from 
. one who i Is a decided Antigallican;“ &c. &c. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


% 


* 


To following Sermon i was compoſed a 
few years ago, agreeably to the inſtruſ- 

tions, delivered by Dr. Blair, in his lec- 

tures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres. 

It is now firſt publiſhed: and the profit, | 48 
ariſing from the ſale of it, will be given 
by its Author towards the Defence of 

* his Country. 


Mar 10, 1798. 8 
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1 TILL I DIE, 1 WILL NOT REMOVE MY in- 
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- | Pa ATIENCE-is the ebene n in the 
16 character of Job. »Few-men' experienced moro 
1 diſaſtrous incidents; | and few men ſupportec 
18 themſelves with more ſubmiſſive reſignation. 
Flouriſhing in proſperity aud ſucceſs, Wo be- 
bold him, in a moment, reduced to abje& 
poverty. Bleſſed with the ſplendid 'appearance 
of domeſtic happineſs, he ſees; iu: luckleſs hour; 
= * hopes . laid in the duſt: hen 
meſſen · 


. 


— 


meſſengers came, in er ſucceſſion, to bear 


the doleful tidings of misfortune, we cannot 
too much admire his gomplacency of mind. . 
* Job aroſe, and rent his mantle, and ſhaved his | 
head, and fell. down upon the, ground, and 
worſhipped; and ſaid, Wee Aal one of my 
mother's womb, and naked ſhall I return thi- 
ther. The Lord reread: the Lord hath taken 
away: bleſſed be the name of the Leek,” --- 255 


| Satan' 8 attack, from conſiderations of f worldly 
fatereſt, proved ineffectual to the acobmaplith- | 
ment of his wiſhes. Not the loweſt ſtate of 
adverſity could move Job's patient mind. The 
tempter thence proceeded ito perſonal diſcaſe z 
and ſmote him with : ſore boils, from the 
ſale; of his foot unto his cron. At ſuch 
combination of afflictive incidents, hat man 
is there, even of common &cnſibility, who 
doth not feal himſelf: deeply affected. ? Who 
gan contemplate on tlie inverted favours of 
Peovidency;; but with. anfations of | genetoiis: 


1 E eh 


pity? Wpole heart is io Wiebe bn . 
condole with the unhappy ſufferer When W . 
conſider his anſwer to the ſinful importunity ß 
of his wife, to curſe God, and die, the dig- 
nity of bie charater Files to our view, with 
more conſpicuous luſtre. We feel, kindled i in 
our boſom, love, blended with admiration. 
Thou ſpeakeſt, ſays he, ** as a fooliſh, woman 
ſpeaketh. | What f Shall we receive good at the 
hand of God, and ſhall, we not alſo receive 
evil? As God liveth, all the while my breath 
is in me, and the ſpirit of God is in my noſtrils, 
my lips ſhall, not ſpeak wickedly, nor my tongue 
utter deceit. God forbid,, that I ſhould do this 
bn, Till I die, I will. 90k; remoye my inte 


grity from me.“ f 0c {175 — i 11 . "£ 1 bk 7 


54 27 10 


Theſe ee * us ploy „ in- 
grudive dofrrine: of which I will confine, my- 
ſelf z to four points, ,as, principally conyeyed, 
They recommend the pręſervation of integrity, 
Under, temptations * nder a Px oſpect of dan- 
ent Ser; 


(0 16 1 
gert Under thjtiries e e ;" Under dit 
f gelb ata Mich * P 1 


iguttogertt tan ut og ens id 130709 


- Firſt} Integrity could be preſerved under 
temptatlons. Man came originally” from the 
hands of his Creator, formed with unſpotted 
mnocence. When, at the fall, fin entered into 
the world, the face of nature was changed. 
Human kind felt the ſhock in every part. A 
train of evils burſt their coercive Mad, ind 
fled over. every part of the habitable world: and, 
from enjoying the paradiſe of God, man ſunk, 
in a moment, into à ſtate of moral diſcipline. 
Under this ſtate, in order to exerciſe” the vir- 
tuous principles, inherent in the human breaſt, 
temptations were permitted to aſſail man- 
kind. The neceſſity of temptation appears, 
to the eye of human reaſon, to be drawn from 
its final deſign; our improvement in piety and 
virtue, as the requiſite attainment to future 
happineſs. Allurements to what is wrong, 
| — in the diſcharge of our duty, our 
18 inability, 


(40 


inability,” without eircumſpective care, ln 
ſve uniform integrity, and the opportunities, 
which we have, of rejecting what we diſlike, 
or of obtaining; by unlawful means, what we 
deſire, render the preſent” world ' peculiarly 
adapted! to a ſtate of Imorab'diſcipline/*®” For 
theſe cauſes} we are cbntinued in liſe; and 
theſe! con ſequences naturally follow ua proba- 
tionary ſtate. Temptation is the divine pro- 
ceſs, to refifie dur nature, to diſcriminate the 
good from the bad, and to juſtify to human 


reaſon God's conduct, in condemning; to eter- 


nal miſery, creatures; vhm his we as e 


"Pp. La ON v 
called into' life, ob id: %% : ber) 10 mo, 
Fi 4 - 1 , — ih 
* — o - % £ 8 . o OC» bk 5%. 4 : 
; 1111 15 10 it 31 12 0 l $1333! 1 0 29011 1 


Riches afford the * anbortiiolis to 14 
— men aſtray. They beſtow 
the means of indulging i licentious defires; and 
when inen poſſeſs the means; the-pfopriety of 
ahdulgence is; too often, diſregarded. From 
#his! ſouroe, flows much of the ; ue which 
—U1irg e Laue Ang ig, XI nat f 
olg afflicts 


(=) 


aſſlicts the human race... The poſſeſſors of this 
dubious and tranſitory good too often imagine, 
that they have acquired the liberty of acting, 
juſt as their inclinations may prompt them. 
Free from reſtraints of worldly policy, they 
confider themſelves, proportionably free from 
reſtraints of moral obligation; and thus be- 
come expoſed to the miſery of a reprobate 
mind. The influence of riches is, however, 
not inſuperable by the pious mind. For 
though our bleſſed Saviour affirms, that .“ it is 
eakter for a camel to go through the eye of a 
netdle, than for à rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God; yet this declaration is un- 
derſtood not to preclude the opulent from this 
bliſsful Nate, but to imply only the extreme 
difficulty of their admiſſion.— Spurn, then, with 
noble diſdain, all ſervile compliance with the 
vices of a corrupt world; and aſſent the true 
honour of man. Though temptation to do 
evil aſſail you with full foree; yet encounter it 
with manly ſpirit. Exert the virtuous prin- 
ciple 


n 
ciple within; and you! will; acquire ſtrengti! 
Perſevere, and you wi οnqu,Hͥ If iniqulty 
be ino thy hand, put it away; fant let not 

In the coatſ@ A Feral, bos db agg 
cates the moſt ptopitious events, and you will 
ſhine in the midſt of others, as lichte in 
W Huoddgien eit hurt ob 53 ;190010 
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But net riches, only, ſupply eee 
ſin: poverty, allo exerciſes ſimilar power 
Affliction and diſtreſs have always been da- 
mented, as bitter ingredients in human liſez 
and have been produbed, as juſtifying, or, ex- 
tenuating pleas, on the commiſſion of 'dithos 
neſty. Bui) certainly, no reaſonable man will | 
contend; that poterty changes thebnatute f 
vice; or; eſtabliſhes] as innocent, what is ei 
dently finful. The nature of ſin is intrindie 
and invariable. It depends not on external 
property. It is; as the Apoſtle defines it, 


© tranſgreſſion of law. In peeuliar caſes, ind 
440124 by deed, 


( 14 1 
deed, it admits of palliation, 26 well as of aggra- 
vating cireumſtances : hut that light palliation; 
which feflucts, only in ſmall degree, from th 
criminality af the deedi -/ et man, therefore, 
preſerve hiso integrity iad:both ſtates. When 
riches prompt him, ond one hand, to deviate 


from upright conduct, or indigence, on the 


other, to defraud his neighbour, let him reaſon 
with himſelf: „How can I do this great wick- 
neſs, and ſin againſt God?” Do not the divine 
lars prohibit, not only ſinful purſuits, but 
* all appearance of evil?” Shall I, then, know 
ingly violate God's command? And for what? 
For the momentary-gratification of an, inordi- 
nate with No!“ My heart ſhall not re- 
proach me, as long as I live Iwill keep inno- 
cency, and take heed unto the thing, which is 
right. For, then, I ſhall lift up my face with- 
out ſpot: yea, I ſhall be ſteadfaſt, and ſhall not 
fear. Train your minds to ſuch reflections as 


theſe. Regulate the tenour of your life, by ad- 


hering cloſely to your duty. When allured by + 
tempta- 


1 
temptation in its moſt attractive forms fortify | 
your-minds-with'this, pidus reſolution a N till 
die, I will not remove my: ititegrity; fromome.? | 
When you. addreſs the throge of Grace; to that 
part of your prayer, ãn which au deprecate 
_ ſubjoin z-*5 remoye far from me: vanity and 
ies. Giye me neither poverty, nor tiches, 
rags me with food, convenient for me; leſt T 
be full, and deny thee; and fay, Who is the 
Lord? or leſt I be poor, e and take the 
name n God 1 In ain. "01 * 79113 23nabio 
3547 - | 1 en r. 

. me e 4 mende pad 
tion of integrity, under a proſpect of danger. 
Contracted »is: the boundary of human ſight. 
Future events, it is ĩimpoſſible for man to aſcer- 
tain. Hence we muſt, inevitably; be expoſed 
to danger. But it remains uncertain, that we 
ſhall feel mournful effects from aur unguarded 
ſtate. The black cloud, which portends ſtorm, 
may diſcharge its violence in ſome other re- 
gion; or, may be diſpelled by the agency of 


other 


-* > (WW 
| © other powers. Shall we, then, ſhall reaſonable 
men, reſign our integrity, at the bare appre hen 
ſion of evils? Shall we; like daſtardly ſoldiers, 
flee, at the bare ſight of our adverſary: or; like 
bold and ſturdy ehampibns, brave the combat, 
and repel the foe To avoid the conteſt, and 
to refſign our Chriſtian arms, "betrays baſenek 
of ſpirit. Future imaginary 'cvents may, ot, 
may not oc ỹĩ. A thouſand incidents may in. 
ter vons to ſtop their progreſs. A thouſand in- 
cidents they have to ſurmount, before they can 
touch the point, on which we ſtand. But, 
ſhould: the anticipated evil take place, we ex- 
perience only, what thouſands, every day, ex- 
perience; that human life is a variegated ſcene 
of comfort and trouble. Should the evil mat 
take place, we flee from a ſhadow. We reſign 

our integrity for an illuſion of happineſs; which 
inflicts much real miſery. Recollect the of- 
fence, committed, not only againſt your con- 
ſcience, but alſo againſt your God. Let the 
timid Chriſtian, then, ſuppreſs immoderate anx- 
% iety. 


grades your character. Be mindful” to perform 


| (7) 
iety. Implant in your breaſt reſolute firmneſs; 
inſtead of that mean puſilanimity, which de- 


your duty, and leave the event to God: | The 
wicked flee, when no man purſueth ; bat the 
RO are bold, as lions.” | 

The next material wad in which, by the 
text, we are inſtructed; is, preſervation of inte- 
grity, under reproaches, injuries, and wrongs. 
To theſe, all are expoſed. No ſtation” is ſo ex- 
alted, no rank of life, ſo humble, as to exempt 
men from feeling the virulent attacks of envy, 
malice, and perſonal hatred. The meek and 
lowly ſuffer from the daring and violent. The 
meritorious, from artful inſinuation, or the 
open attacks of calumny. Unable, himſelf, to 
attain honorary diſtinction, - the ſlanderer muſt, 
needs, reduce all upon a level. He meanly 
deranges the laurels of thoſe, whom ſuperior 
abilities, or commendable induſtry, have raiſed 


See Blair's Sermons, 


B — 


48 | 
to more elevated rank. : Chriſtianity is injured 
2 by the inſolence of the ſcoffer. He, who thews 
any marks of true piety, is branded with the 
opprobrious name of hypocrite. There is no 
character, ſo unblemiſhed, as not to have been 
|: ; wounded, in ſome degree, and at ſome time, by 
malicious traduction. There is no man, ſo. 
upright, as to be e from injuries and 
vrrongs.—Flatter not yourſelves, then, that you 
ſhall be excluded from the common lot of man. 
If you cannot ſupport yourſelves under them 
with becoming fortitude, withdraw from pub- 
lic life. Retire to ſome ſequeſtered ſpot, where 
you will find no human ſociety to poiſon hap- 
pineſs: for in the midſt of ſocial intercourſe, 
* it muſt needs be, that offences come. 
But the only proper ſupport under theſe afflic- 
tive attacks, is not the dereliction, but the pre- | 
ſervation of integrity. Do you ſuppoſe, that, 
by ſacrificing your virtue, you ſhall be free from 
injurious treatment ?—You are greatly deceived 


© See Blair's Sermons, 


( wp Þ 
in your opinion of mankind. Reproaches will, 
then, juſtly fall on you from every quarter. 
You have no mental refource, to which you can 
flee. By loſing your integrity, you have loſt 
all, which is valuable in life The wicked 
are like the troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt; 
whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. There is 
no peace, faith my God, to the wicked. 
Eſtabliſh, therefore, virtuous principles in your 
conduct. Never ſwerve from integrity. Look 
down upon the petty attacks of malicious re- 
| proach, or of envious traduction, with unſhaken 
nobleneſs of mind. Like a ſtately edifice on 
the ſummit of a mount, endure the hurricane, 
with manly compoſure. Let the votary of 
diſſipation endeavour, in vain, to move your 
rigid virtue. © Turn not to the right hand, 
nor to the left; but perſevere through life, in 
firm adherence to religious duty. 0 


Laſtly; let us preſerve our integrity, under 
diſtreſs and affliction. Diſtreſs and affliction are 
B 2 the 


{ 20 ) 
the allotted portion of man. They flow from 
a fountain, of which all have drunk. They 
accompany us, in every ſtage of life. Vouth, 
manhood, and old age, have, each, their ſeveral 
ſhares. - They are the ſalt, which ſeaſon life. 
Like medicines, which operate to the reſtora- 
tion of bodily ſtrength, they recall our dying 
virtue to light and life. Amidſt the confuſion 
'of human affairs, the political ſchemes of the 
man of buſineſs, the turbulent ſcenes of faction, 
and the licentious purſuits of the diſſipated, all 
ſenſe of religion is loſt. Diſtreſs ſteps in, ſea- 
ſonably, to its relief; and informs mankind, 
that ſhallow is all human policy; fugitive, all 
human enjoyment. It recalls men to ſerious 
conſideration. It impreſſes them, if they are 
capable of impreſſion, with religious ſentiments. 
It trains the mind, gradually, to the habit of 
virtue; and fixes the principles of laſting peace. 
uch is the operation of diſtreſsl 
Should we, then, complain, that wretched is 
our lot; and that to none, but to us, did ſuch 
combi- 


( 2x ) 

combination of afflictive incidents ever occur? 
Should we complain, that we are ſingularly un- 
fortunate; and ſo quickly yield ourſelves vic- 
tims to deſponding melancholy, or to thought- 


leſs indifference? 
heart. Caſt an exploring eye around, and tell 
me; Where, among the ſons of men, can you 


Conſole your drooping 


behold unalloyed happineſs? Into whoſe man- 


ſion have misfortunes not entered? Why, then, 
reſign yourſelf a prey to deſpair? Why, reſign 
your integrity, and forget your God, when you 
moſt need his afliſtance? Are the great laws of 


the univerſe to be ſuſpended in their operation, 
to gratify the caprice of a worthleſs individual? 


—Vain man! Upon what grounds of reaſon, 
can you expect ſuch indulgence? Upon what 


grounds of reaſon, can you expect exemption 


from the human lot? If you may claim it, why 


may not another; and with equal propriety all 
men upon the ſame plea?—Be ſatisfied; be con- 


tented with your doom. Ceaſe your unjuſt 


complaints! Ceaſe to wound the ear of the 


Almighty, 


( 28 ) 
Almighty, with your Goful murmurs l. Who 
knoweth, what is good for man, in this life?” 
Preſumeſt thou to impeach the equity of his 
decrees, becauſe they correſpond not with thy 
imperfe& conception of human felicity ? Pre- 
ſumeſt thou to condemn acts of incomprehen- 
 fible wiſdom? Such impious folly. only de- 
ſtroyeth thy peace of mind, and impoſeth on 
thy ſhoulders an additional load of guilt. 


Thou offendeſt thy God, and makeſt 23 


wretched. 


If, to ſinful complaints, we ſubjoin ſinful 
purſuits, our guilt will receive a blacker ſtain. 
Under every view, fin is an aggravation of mi- 
ſery. It may, perhaps, ſome times procraſtinate 

evil; but can never, totally, remove it. Super- 
added to external affliction, you feel all the 


horrors of inward remorſe. By an upright 
mind the blows of adverſity are hardly felt. 


But the man, whoſe ſoul is diſcompoſed by acts 


of violence and oppreſſion, who feels a convic- 
tive 


( 23 ) | 
tive ſenſe of merited puniſhment, misfortune 
bends to the earth. Miſery is the natural at- 
tendant on guilt. | Corporal pain may be en- 
dured by a man of moderate fortitude; but a 
« wounded ſpirit, who can bear?” —— Under 
diſtreſs, remember the conſolations, aſſociated 
with virtue. Remember, that God, who is the 
friend of integrity, preſides over human affairs, 
and directs the threatening ſtorm. Pointing 
our view towards that irreſiſtible arm, Which 
is ſtretched over our heads; let us be tempe | 
rate, ſubmit, and adore. Let us not inſult that 
Deity, whoſe com prehenſive fight includes all 
things, paſt, preſent, and future; and whoſe 
goodneſs will make all things operate, eventu- 
ally, to our welfare. Brightneſs may ' ſoon 
emerge from the dark cloud: or, perhaps, the 
preſent melancholy appearance may be, but the 
gloomy avenue to ſome delightful ſcene. —By 
ſuch a line of conduct, you will be enabled to 
look up to that God, whom you have wor- 
* and to ſay; *I know, in whom I have 

truſted. 


the ſhadow of death, I will, fear no evil; for 


( 24 )) | 
truſted. Though I walk through the valley of 


thou art with me. Thy rod and thy ſtaff ſhall 
comfort m n TT no bn pe ry 


- 3 


Bear alſo in mind, that, conſidered under the 
moſt deplorable view, diſtreſs will be but ſhort; 
The moment may not be far remote, hen yon 
muſt bid adieu to the world, its vanities, its 
follies, and its aflictions. Troops of ſucceſſive 
pilgrims daily flock on the ſtage of life, ſparkle 
for an hour, and then diſappear for ever. Where, 
now, are the lively companions of our youth; 
or, the friendly aflociates of advanced years? 
Where, now, are the once famed: votaries of am- 
bition, and the heroes of war?—Alas! The 
greater part of them are gone. They are 
{wept from the earth, as though they had never 
been. The wind hath paſſed over them; and 
they are gone.—The grave lies before you, in 
formidable view. The ſhades of your departed 
friends riſe in awful majeſty, and beckon towards 
| the 


GN) | 
the gloomy: manſion,” There, is the long, long x 
home of all fleſh. | There, we muſt all lie, in- 
all i one common tomb. Sooner, or later, all you, 
around me, muſt go the ſame diſmal roads: 
Perhaps, this night the ſolemn mandate may 
be iſſued. Then, no more ſhall we hear the 
voice of melody, or, behold the light of the 
ſun. No more ſhall we behold the cheerful 
face of nature, and of thoſe dear friends, with 
whom we have trodden the paths of life. Full 
of anxious fear, we ſhall all go to that un- 
known region, from whoſe bourn no traveller 


h; returned. What our fate may be there, God 
s' Wi only knows, But what, at the dying moment, 
n- can diſpel this fear, what can tranquillize our 
he 


mind, but the preſervation of integrity 
Look up then, thou, that art buried in miſery, 
look up, with fearleſs truſt! Though forgotten 
and deſpiſed by every friend on earth, you are 
remembered and protected by a powerful friend 
in Heaven. That ſigh, which is heaved from 
your afflicted boſom, that tear, which drops 
C from 


| ( 6 ) 
from your overflowing eye, unnoticed by the 
world, paſs not unobſerved by God. Let hope 
then cheer your benighted ſoul. Though dark 
and forlorn, the proſpect, the . ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs and joy may diffuſe his beams over the 
preſent melancholy ſcene. Though you cat the 
ſcanty morſel in ſorrow and bitterneſs of heart, 
though you lie in ſome, homely hut, on a bed 
of ſtraw, humbled in ſackcloth and aſhes, or, 
expoſed on the barren heath to the piercing 
wind of a cold, dreary night, conſider, that you 
are under the guardian care of an Almighty 
Friend. That potent arm, which hurls on this 
_ terreſtrial globe, and the whole planetary world, 
in regular courſe, is ſtretched over your head, 
as a defence. That Majeſty, at whoſe word 
kingdoms riſe and fall, looks down with mer- 
ciful eye on the innocent ſufferer, ——- Cheer, 
then, your deſponding mind. Aſſume the firm- 
neſs of a man. Supported by integrity, like the 
fabric, © founded on rock,” defy the powerleſs 
attacks of misfortune, Perſevere in ſuch con- 
2 duct, 


[ 7) 1 


duct, be faithful unte death, and you ſhall re gf 
. ceive a crown of life, 


Let theſe ſentiments be engraven oh your 
ming; and, when expoſed to temptation and to 
danger, when you ſuffer reproaches, injuries, f 
and wron 86, when you feel diſtreſs and afflic- AJ 
tion, remember, that they are the common lot | | 
of humanity; and exclaim, with the firm ar- 

dour of a man, and with the lively hopes of a 

Chriſtian, ** till I die, 1 will | not remove wy 


integrity from me.” 
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